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INTERMEDIATE LABORATORY – PHYX 3870-3880 
Techniques for On-Line Journal Searches 

 
 
The USU Library web site provides access to a wide array of very powerful search engines to 
identify and retrieve science journal articles.  To begin a search, go to the USU library home 
page, http://library.usu.edu/  as shown at right.  Select “Journal Indices” and then “Physical 
Sciences”.   
 

 
There are four particularly useful search engines.   
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Current Contents is an extensive 
database of many. many journals with 
lots of powerful search capabilities; 
the database is restricted at USU to 
only the most recent one or two years. 
 
General Science Abstract covers 
many common and popular scientific 
journals.  It is relatively easier to use. 
 
SciFinder Scholar is an advanced 
search engine put out by the American 
Chemical Society.  It covers an 
intermediate number of journals over 
a wide range of dates with a very 
powerful search engine. 
 
Spin is the American Physical Society 
based search engine.  It covers many 
physics and related research journals 
and allows access to the article 
through the APS achieves. 
 
All four search engines cover the 
journals Physics Today, American 
Journal of Physics, The Physics 
Teacher and Scientific American.  The 
web-based form for a search in the 
General Science Abstract engine is 
shown at right.  This form is similar to those for the other three search engines.  


